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Q. Mr. President, on behalf of everyone
listening to KMOX, thank you very much for
joining us this morning.

The President. Thank you. Goodbye.

NOTE: The interview began at 11:07 a.m. The
President spoke from Air Force One en route to
St. Louis. In his remarks, he referred to Rev. Jerry
Falwell and Rush Limbaugh, conservative radio
and television commentators. A tape was not avail-
able for verification of the content of these re-
marks.

Exchange With Reporters in
St. Louis
June 24, 1994

Crime Legislation
Q. Speaking of the crime bill, Mr. Presi-

dent, do you know where it stands right now?
Can you give us a state of play?

The President. Well, I met earlier this
week with Senator Biden and Chairman
Brooks, and we talked about it. We think that
the essential elements are intact. We believe
that it will come out with 100,000 police, with
‘‘Three strikes and you’re out,’’ with preven-
tion programs, with summer jobs for the kids
and midnight basketball, the after-school
programs, with the assault weapons ban. And
they’re still working on some of the other
issues. I expect that the conference commit-
tee will come out with it reasonably soon,
and I think it will go through both Houses.

Q. One of the hangups, sir, is racial justice.
Have you decided where you come down on
that position yet?

The President. Wait and see what the
conference committee does. They asked me
to give them a few more days to work on
it, and we’re going to see what they——

Q. Would it help if you came out with——
The President. ——know what’s going

on—the main thing we don’t want to do is
to change the subject. The subject is how
to get the crime rate down, how to get the
police out, how to get the assault weapons—
the police on the street, the assault weapons
ban into law, how to get the prevention funds
out here, how to get the ‘‘Three strikes and
you’re out’’ law out. And I think that they’re
working on it. I believe everybody in the

Congress is going to work on it in good faith,
and I think we’ll have a—[inaudible].

NOTE: The exchange began at 12:50 p.m. while
touring the Fox Park neighborhood. A tape was
not available for verification of the content of this
exchange.

Remarks to Summer of Safety
Program Participants in St. Louis
June 24, 1994

Thank you very much. Thank you so much,
ladies and gentlemen. It’s an honor for me
to be back in St. Louis and to be with all
these fine people who have already spoken.
Your mayor was on a roll today, wasn’t he?
[Applause] You gave a great speech. Thank
you, Mayor. I want to thank the Lieutenant
Governor, the other State officials who are
here, the legislators, the aldermen. I’d like
to say a special word of thanks to your Con-
gressman, Bill Clay, for his outstanding lead-
ership in the Congress and on this issue of
national service. And I want to say a special
word of thanks to Dick Gephardt, the major-
ity leader of the House. Without him, we
would not have been able to turn this econ-
omy around, to break the gridlock in Wash-
ington, to get this country moving again. His
leadership has been extraordinary. I want to
thank Chief Harmon for the enlightened
leadership he’s providing to this city and to
this police department and to all the officers,
the men and women who work with him to
try to make this a safer city. And I want to
say a special word of thanks to Tim Hager.
Didn’t he do a good job introducing me?
[Applause] You know, Martin Luther King
once said that everyone can be great because
everyone can serve. This young man had a
dream to be a United States marine. He ful-
filled it. He proved he could make it through
basic training. And then he had to leave. But
he came home and joined this program. And
I think he captured the essence of his service
when he said it.

Let me tell you something, folks, all of us
breathed a sigh of relief and had a genuine
hope when I was able to announce that the
North Koreans had agreed to suspend their
nuclear program and talk to us about taking
a different course into the future. And that
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